
Committee reports for AGM on January 10th 2021 
 
Hon. Competitions Secretary’s Report 2020 

Thank you to Lady Captain Carmel, Vice-Captain Oonagh and members for all your support 

throughout the year. A special thanks to Eileen Tully who is stepping down as Competition 

Secretary after two years. We send her all good wishes.  

Thank you to Competition Committee - Eileen Tully, Lucy McConnell, Anne Keane, Anne 

McClean, Jackie Quinn, Mary Joy, Niamh Darcy, Catherine O’Brien and Carlos McDowell. 

Their dedication & support over the year is highly appreciated. A well deserved thank you to 

you all. 

What a strange year 2020 has been for everyone! One had to get used to varying degrees of 

lockdown, stay within different kilometres of one’s home and county, shopping queues and 

closures etc. Similarly, with golf — the course was closed from mid-March till May 21st and 

then again from mid-October till December 3rd. As a consequence, all competitions and 

majors were cancelled except for a few games during the late summer. 

 

Winter 9 hole competitions in January/ February                           8 

             Average number of players                                              59 per competition 

Spring Boxes X3                                                                             9 winners 

18 hole competitions:                                                                    14 

             Average number of players                                              59 per competition 

             Vouchers prizes 3 classes 

9 hole Qualifying Competitions                                                    10 

             Average number of players                                              12 per competition 

             Voucher prizes 

 

Play in Pink competition                                                                64 players 

            Donation sent to Cancer Research 

The Granard Cup was not played, but a donation was sent NCBI. 

 

We would like to thank all the donors who offered prizes for 2020 - see the 2020 diary. We 

are hoping that the same donors will remain in their bubbles for 2021. Should anyone wish to 

withdraw please contact the Competition Secretary in confidence. 

Carlos McDowell,  

Acting Competition Secretary 

 
Handicap Secretary’s Report 2020 

2020 has been a very strange year and golf has not been our main focus. 

Staying safe and well have been our priorities and will continue to be so, for the foreseeable 

future. 

We certainly did not know, when we all sat down at our AGM in January 2020 that the year 

would unfold as it did.  I took on the role of Handicap Secretary and was looking forward to 

getting to grips with all that that entailed.  The playing year was just about to get underway in 

March when those fateful words were issued by An Taoiseach – we were in a lockdown.   

We did enjoy a short season of competitive golf during the summer months and it was a 

welcome social outlet for us all.  Unfortunately another lockdown loomed large and came 

into effect in mid- October. Once again the golf clubs closed their doors. 

 

Regardless of all that the pandemic threw at us, the World Handicapping System (WHS) 

rolled into town on schedule on Monday, 2nd November.  CONGU handicaps are now a 



thing of the past  and you now have a handicap index that can travel the world with you. All 

golf courses are now operating on a slope system which determines the degree of difficulty of 

that particular course. 

When you visit another club you will be able to check your handicap index against the slope 

of the course you are playing and get your course handicap.  The more difficult the course, 

the higher your course handicap will be. There are no more .1’s. No more buffer zones. No 

more Reduction Only. Your handicap index will go up or down based on the best 8 scores of 

your last 20 scores. Also the CSS has been replaced with the PCC which is a Playing 

Conditions Calculation, which takes into account the conditions on the day (course conditions 

and weather conditions) and adjusts score differentials as appropriate. The general consensus 

is that the WHS is a fairer system and more accurately demonstrates a players golfing ability. 

Use the link below to see a very user friendly player’s guide to the WHS, which should prove 

very helpful in understanding the new system. 

https://www.congu.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Congu-Player-Ref-Guide.pdf  

The Handicap Committee have been working hard on your behalf and have become well 

acquainted with Zoom meetings to discuss issues as they arise. All the new handicap indexes 

have been reviewed by the committee and adjusted as felt appropriate. An up to date 

Handicap Index List will be posted in the Ladies Locker Room prior to the resumption of 

play.    I hope you have all been able to sign up to the MyGolf App which keeps you up to 

date with your handicap index and well as a variety of Golf Ireland news and information. If 

you have not logged in, you can do so on www.golfireland.ie/my-golf-login. You will need 

your membership number and pin (can be found on the back of your card). If you have 

difficulties with this or any general queries regarding the WHS, please contact the Handicap 

Committee at  ladies@countylouthgolfclub.com.  

We look forward to a new year with a new handicap index and hopefully a new world out 

there. Stay safe and well. 

Rosemary Hayes 

Ladies Handicap Secretary. 

 

Junior Committee 2020 Annual Report 

Our year started with a visit to a Rules, fitness and nutrition demonstration in Royal Tara GC 

on 20th February which was attended by 22 juniors accompanied by 4 adults.  The 

presentation of the Junior Winter League prizes, sponsored by Champion Letting, was well 

attended on 8th March.  Our activities were then suspended when COVID-19 restrictions were 

introduced. 

Despite the disruption of COVID-19 the Junior Committee, in collaboration with both Paddy 

& Enda, designed and delivered a comprehensive Junior & Minor coaching program and golf 

activities whilst strictly observing the return to golf protocols. We are thankful for the 

wonderful support from parents and family who volunteered throughout the summer months 

which contributed enormously to the enjoyment and fun which our junior & minor members 

experienced this summer. 

 

Summary of 2020 coaching activities 

 

Date Participants No of 

Participants 

Cost €  

Feb Competitive juniors 10 neutral  

Jul & Aug All juniors 70 1540  

Jul & Aug minors 30 neutral  

Summer camp 3 day camp fully subscribed 30 neutral  

https://www.congu.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Congu-Player-Ref-Guide.pdf
http://www.golfireland.ie/my-golf-login


October All juniors 18 neutral  

Halloween All juniors 44 140  

Total cost   1680  

 

Summer Competitions 

An average of 69 young golfers supported the weekly competitions during the summer 

months 

• 21 playing eighteen holes 

• 15 playing nine Holes 

• 9 playing short course / scrambles 

• 24 on the Academy 

Our Junior membership currently stands at 158 (10 – 19)  43 girls &  115 boys 

The Minor membership currently stands at    35 (6-10) 16 girls &  19 boys 

This includes 30 new juniors in 2020, 15 upgrades from Minor and 15 new to Club and 10 

new Minors. 

Support from our CGI 

We received an R&A Level Par grant €300, towards cost of delivering additional activities 

for our junior girls. The Club have signed up to the implementation of the Womens and Girls 

Golf Charter as part of our participation in the Level Par program.  We also registered for the 

Golf 6’s Intra-Club league, 48 minors and new to golf juniors have completed two rounds of 

this League before Level 3 restrictions were introduced in October – this will be rescheduled 

early in 2021. 

Other items 

• The Junior Open Team event kindly supported by the Friends of Brian Mathews was 

fully subscribed  

• Hibernian Steel (Ray & Andrea Moore) have come onboard as sponsor of the Junior 

Winter League which we hope to run over January, February & March 2021 

• Our Junior Captains, Lucas McKeen and Emily Murray are looking forward to fulfilling 

their roles in 2021 

Conclusion 

The efforts of the Junior Committee have been well supported by our PGA Professionals 

Paddy & Enda in delivering a very high standard of tuition and encouragement for our junior 

and minor golfers.  We thank Captains Carmel and Derek, Presidents Pat & Thomas, Vice 

Captains Oonagh and Nicky for their attendance at various junior & minor activities 

throughout the playing season.  We endeavoured to work closely with both the Womens’ & 

Mens’ Committees and thank them for their assistance in managing handicaps and 

competitions and for keeping Junior golf on their agenda. We also appreciate the support of 

the Club Management Committee, our Club General Manager Liam and his staff, our Course 

Superintendent Wayne and his staff nor forgetting Michael Devine and his staff for the after 

golf nourishments and refreshments.  Our parents are instrumental in assisting with all junior 

activities, assisting with the academy golfers, walking the short course, scramblers and 9 hole 

players – encouraging and nurturing the young talent within our ranks.  We very much look 

forward to 2021 and building on the foundations laid through our 2020 coaching programs. 

As I complete my term of office as Junior Convenor, I wish to thank my colleagues on the 

Junior Committee for their dedication to our goal of providing a safe and enjoyable 

environment for our Junior members.  I hope that our efforts, working closely with our 

Professionals and parents, will enhance the competitiveness of our junior and senior teams in 

the years to come. 

John McCann 

Junior Convenor 



GET INTO GOLF Report 

 

Despite the interruption of COVID-19, 38 women renewed their membership to Year 2 of the 

2019 /2020 GIG program.  The scheduled start of activities was deferred to mid-June and 

continued until 30 September.  The program delivered was: 

Six x 1 Hour lessons with Paddy & Enda 

On course play (in pairs) with a Buddy 

Weekly putting and short game practice 

There was an excellent attendance at the lessons and we averaged 20 women at the weekly 

gathering where putting, chipping and pitching was supervised. A few of the GIGs played in 

the Friday night Social competition and overall, the women enjoyed lots of golf and practice 

over the summer months. 

A sincere thanks to Paddy & Enda for their enthusiasm and expert tuition in getting the 

women prepared and able for on course play.  Thanks also to the 20 dedicated buddies who 

gave so generously of their time and encouragement in bringing their GIGs out for golf.  Play 

started over three holes from the 150 yard marker and most, if not all have progressed to a 

full 9 holes from the red tees by the end of September.  5 Handicap Indices have already been 

allocated and a number of others are in the process of marking cards. 

This program has now concluded and 24 membership applications were submitted and 

elected in early November 2020.  The membership offer continues to be available to the 

remaining 25 women until 31 March 2021.  We anticipate a full up-take of the membership 

offer by that date. 

 

It has been our privilege to have been involved with this wonderful group of new golfers.  

There are full of fun and enthusiasm and we have no doubt that they will all make a valuable 

contribution to Co Louth Golf Club in the coming years.   

Finally, we wish to acknowledge and thank the Management Committee for their ongoing 

support of the GIG program and the Ladies Committee who have continued to keep Get into 

Golf on their Agenda.   

 

Jackie Quinn & Christine Carolan 

 

 


